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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 
Responsive to Amendment April 7, 2006. Claims 1, 3, and 4 were amended. Claim 5 has 
been canceled. Claims 6-19 have been newly added. Claims 1-4 and 6-19 are now 
presented for examination. 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection necessitated by amendment. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-4 and 6- 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Knop et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,885,644). 

The applied reference has a common assignee and a common inventor with the 
instant application. Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it 
constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might 
be overcome either by a showing under 37 CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but 
not claimed in the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus 
not the invention " by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 



Application/Control Number: 10/078,076 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2152 

4. As per claim 1, Knop et al teach a method for detecting the quick restart of 
liveness daemons in a distributed, multimode data processing system in which nodes 
communicate liveness indicia in the form of heartbeat signals via adapters coupled to 
each node, said method comprising: 

subsequent to a quick restart at one node of a membership group, receiving a 
signal from at least one other node of the membership group at the one node 
experiencing the quick restart, wherein the quick restart deletes locally stored 
membership group information at the one node (column 5, lines 54-62); 

sending, from the one node to the at least one other node a first message which 
includes at least indicia of occurrence of the quick restart at the one node, the sending 
being responsive to receipt of the signal at the one node (column 5, lines 42-67); and 

determining at the at least one other node, from said indicia of occurrence of said 
quick restart and from locally stored membership group information indicating prior 
membership of the one node in the membership group, the existence of a quick restart at 
said one node, and responding thereto by sending a second message from the at least 
one other node to another node of the membership group which indicates that said one 
node is to be expelled from the membership group (column 5, lines 42-67). 

5. As per claim 2, Knop et al teach said second message is sent by the node that is 
next in line for receipt of heartbeat signals, with respect to the node that sent the first 
message (column 5, lines 54-62). 

6. As per claim 3, Knop et al teach wherein the membership group is an adapter 
membership group, and in which said quick restart indicia are selected from the group 
consisting of: (1) an indication that the one node and the at least one other node are not 
both in the adapter membership group; (2) an indication that the one node's address is 
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part of the adapter membership group according to said at least one other node; and (3) 
an indication of difference in instantiation number for the sender's one node's adapter ID 
listed in the adapter membership group (column 5, lines 36-50, column 6, lines 54-67). 

7. As per claim 6, Knop et al teach wherein the quick restart indicia includes each 
of; (1) an indication that the one node and the at least one other node are not in the 
adapter membership group; (2) an indication that the one node's address is part of the 
adapter membership group according to the at least one other node; and (3) an indication 
of difference in instantiation number for the one node's adapter ID listed in the adapter 
membership group (column 6, lines 10~67). 

8. As per claim 7, Knop et al teach wherein the first message comprises a 
PROCLAIM message (column 6, lines 10-20). 

9. As per claim 8, Knop et al teach wherein the signal comprises a "HEARTBEAT" 
message, the first message comprises a "NOT YOUR NEIGHBOR" message, and the 
second message comprises a "DEATH" message, wherein the at least one other node 
forwards the "DEATH" message to a group leader node of the membership group (column 
5, line 55, column 6, line 62). 

10. As per claim 4, and 9-19, these claims contain similar limitations as claims 1-3 
and 6-8 above, therefore are rejected under the same rationale. 

11. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure are cited in the Notice of Reference Cited form (PTOS92). 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ramsey Refai whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3975. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner' s 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on (571) 272-3913. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN 
USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Ramsey Refai 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2152 
June 28, 2006 
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